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Children and Poverty 

In our state, 28 percent of children are living at or below the poverty 
threshold. What specific measures would you support or sponsor to lessen 
that number? 

As a former DCFS employee, I worked the Food Stamp, Welfare, Child Care Assistance and 
Foster/Adoptive Programs.  I would like to bring the local offices back into the parishes that 
serve all of these programs and not use on-line applications.  This would enable workers to assist 
families face-to-face with their needs and supports available to them in their communities.  Low 
income families would be given the attention and resources they need to better themselves and 
their family situation so they may become independent and self-serving. 

Louisiana exempts many products from sales tax, including food and 
prescription drugs. What are your views about which products should be 
subject to state and local sales taxes, and which should not be subject to those 
taxes? 

Food and prescription drugs are necessities, so should be exempt for one to survive.  Expensive 
cars, boats, campers, and other luxury items should be subject to luxury taxes. 

Paid Family and Medical Leave 

What are your views on providing paid family and medical leave for 
Louisiana workers? 

I agree with limited paid family and medical leave for Louisiana workers. 

Living Wage 

What do you consider an adequate living wage and what measures, if any, do 
you think Louisiana should enact so that workers earn a living wage? 

I think that Louisiana should enact its own minimum wage beginning at $8 per hour. 

What are your views on authorizing local municipal governments to set their 
own minimum wage requirements? 

I believe that minimum wage requirements should remain a state level decision. 
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Equal Pay for Equal Work 

Louisiana’s Equal Pay Law currently only applies to state workers. What are 
your views on extending this law to include workers employed by private 
companies? 

I agree that it should include workers employed by private companies. 

What are your views on allowing employees to discuss wages with other 
employees from the same place of employment? 

I believe it should be allowed. 

Maternal Health 

According to a study by the Louisiana Department of Health, African 
American women are four times more likely to die during childbirth than 
white women. What specific steps, if any, should the state take to reduce that 
figure? 

Louisiana should bring back local parish offices to aid the poverty stricken clients. 

Abortion 

Explain your views on abortion. 

I am against abortion. 

What restrictions if any would you put on a person’s right to obtain an 
abortion? 

I would only agree to abortion if the mother's life would be compromised. 

Adolescent Health Education 

What are your views on providing health education programs that include 
sexual health and healthy relationships to high school students in publicly 
funded schools? 

I do not believe schools should teach sex education. 

How can citizens learn more about your campaign? 

Campaign website 
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Campaign Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/VirginiaGingerBenoit/  

Campaign Twitter handle 

 

Other ways to contact your campaign 

Virginia.Ginger.Benoit@gmail.com  
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