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Children and Poverty 

In our state, 28 percent of children are living at or below the poverty 
threshold. What specific measures would you support or sponsor to lessen 
that number? 

I support a $15 per hour minimum wage, which would be significant in lifting many families, 
and their children, out of poverty. Additionally, I support free school lunch and breakfast for our 
children, which would improve educational outcomes in our community and help decrease 
poverty in the long run. I also support a woman's right to choose an abortion; lack of abortion 
access disproportionately affects health outcomes among low-income and minority women, 
which can perpetuate poverty levels in our community. 

Louisiana exempts many products from sales tax, including food and 
prescription drugs. What are your views about which products should be 
subject to state and local sales taxes, and which should not be subject to those 
taxes? 

I believe sales tax is regressive and disproportionately affects low-income families and 
individuals. I find the luxury tax on diapers and feminine hygiene products particularly appalling 
and fully support removing sales taxes from those items. Feminine hygiene products are 
obviously not a luxury, and neither are diapers. It's time we support women and children and 
remove the sales tax.  

Paid Family and Medical Leave 

What are your views on providing paid family and medical leave for 
Louisiana workers? 

I fully support providing paid family and medical leave for Louisiana workers. For too many 
families, paid family and medical leave is out of the question when a new child is welcomed into 
the world or when health needs arise. We need paid family and medical leave so that more 
people, especially women, can stay in the work force.  

Living Wage 

What do you consider an adequate living wage and what measures, if any, do 
you think Louisiana should enact so that workers earn a living wage? 
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I fully support a $15 per hour minimum wage. The cost of living in Louisiana cannot be 
supported on $7.25 per hour. Nobody should have to work multiple jobs just to make ends meet 
every month. Louisiana ranks at the bottom of quality of life ratings in our country; one way of 
improving that is to ensure everybody is making a livable wage. 

What are your views on authorizing local municipal governments to set their 
own minimum wage requirements? 

I fully support authorizing local municipal governments to set their own minimum wage 
requirements. Local government is the closest level of government to the people. Some 
municipalities have higher costs of living than other areas, it only makes sense for local 
government to have the freedom to do what's best for their communities. 

Equal Pay for Equal Work 

Louisiana’s Equal Pay Law currently only applies to state workers. What are 
your views on extending this law to include workers employed by private 
companies? 

It is crucial that we extend this law to private companies. Louisiana ranks 50th when it comes to 
equal pay for women, with women making on average just 69 cents for every dollar a man 
makes. This disparity is even worse for women of color; black and Latina women who hold full 
time, year-round jobs make only 48 and 51 cents for every dollar a white man makes, 
respectively. Pay inequality stifles our country’s economic growth⎯ if American women were 
paid equally for equal work, it would increase our GDP by over $500 billion in additional 
income. Women’s wages heavily impact the economic stability of their families. Denying 
women equal pay pushes women and their families into increasingly high rates of poverty and 
financial dependence on men. Equal pay would reduce the poverty rate of families that include a 
working woman by half.  

What are your views on allowing employees to discuss wages with other 
employees from the same place of employment? 

Prohibiting employees from discussing wages only reinforces the wage gap and keeps women 
and people of color from being aware that they are being paid less than their white male 
counterparts. Employees should absolutely be allowed to discuss wages if we are ever going to 
have equal pay for equal work in this state. 

Maternal Health 

According to a study by the Louisiana Department of Health, African 
American women are four times more likely to die during childbirth than 
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white women. What specific steps, if any, should the state take to reduce that 
figure? 

I have learned from my wife, who is a pediatrician, that providers should always have the right 
intentions when serving their patients. As a state, we have to work with providers to ensure that 
all women are provided with the proper healthcare that results in healthy birthing experiences. 
This issue must be addressed by examining the disparities that cause pregnancy risks and putting 
resources into preventive measures against maternal and infant mortality. We can do this by 
expanding health benefits and ensuring that pregnant women have the necessary care before, 
during, and after their pregnancies. Since providers are overwhelmed by the caseloads our 
broken system pushed on them, we must factor in ways to alleviate this stress and equip them 
with the resources to give all their patients the best care. We must consider policies that will 
protect mothers if they do not receive proper care or treatment. The government must work 
collectively with experts and advocates in reproductive health to solve this crisis. We cannot 
continue losing lives to preventable risks. As the representative of our district, I will work 
relentlessly to ensure that families remain whole, happy, and healthy. 

Abortion 

Explain your views on abortion. 

I'm pro-choice and here's why. 

Growing up in Houma with a very Catholic upbringing, the strictly anti-abortion doctrine was 
something we learned from an early age. I even ran as a “pro-life” Democrat during my 
Congressional campaign in 2010. 

However, as I have aged, my appreciation for individual rights, particularly the rights of women 
to make individual choices about their medical and reproductive decisions has grown. Like many 
in my religious community, I hope the women in my life - my mother, my sister, my wife, my 
daughter, would not have to experience an abortion. However, I believe that government is not 
equipped to make medical decisions, especially in the split second when a mother’s life is at 
stake. That choice is for the individual woman and her doctor to make and can not be dictated by 
the state legislature or Congress. 

What restrictions if any would you put on a person’s right to obtain an 
abortion? 

None. Restricting access to abortions disproportionately affects health outcomes for poor and 
minority women. The state of Louisiana needs to push for better access to services which could 
prevent abortions, like more accessible birth control and health care. We need to build a better 
future for our state, where less women fear for their economic future and that of their children. 
As a member of the Louisiana legislature, I will work to further those goals. 
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Adolescent Health Education 

What are your views on providing health education programs that include 
sexual health and healthy relationships to high school students in publicly 
funded schools? 

Louisiana has a severe lack of sexual education in its schools, which leads us to have some of 
the highest rates of STDs and teen pregnancies in the country. Our state has fallen into a 
cycle where our children are not taught about reproductive health in school, lack an 
understanding of safe sex, and then find themselves in precarious situations as a result, with 
no access to treatment because of how restrictive our state’s laws are when it comes to 
reproductive rights. 

Louisiana law allows for sex ed programs to be taught in schools starting in 7th grade, but it 
does not require them, and there is a required emphasis on abstinence-only programming. 
Research has shown that abstinence-only programs are completely ineffective in preventing 
pregnancies and STDs. Multiple bills to mandate comprehensive sexual education have been 
shot down in Louisiana's legislature due to the cited belief that the topic should be discussed 
in a home setting. This belief is outdated, and it’s detrimental to reproductive health and 
bodily autonomy. Without comprehensive sex ed programs, our kids don’t have the 
opportunity to learn about safe sex and healthy relationships in a standardized setting. 

Louisiana needs comprehensive reform, not just in our sexual education programs, but in all 
of our laws related to reproductive health. Implementing comprehensive sex ed into our 
curriculums and investing in women’s health paves the way for a healthier, brighter future 
for our state. 

How can citizens learn more about your campaign? 

Campaign website 

https://www.sangisetty.com/  

Campaign Facebook page 

@sangisettyravi  

Campaign Twitter handle 

@SangisettyRavi 

Other ways to contact your campaign 

Instagram: @sangisettyravi 
Address: 5500 Prytania St. #515, New Orleans, LA 70115 
Phone: 504-218-6767 
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