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Children and Poverty 

In our state, 28 percent of children are living at or below the poverty 
threshold. What specific measures would you support or sponsor to lessen 
that number? 

1. Sponsor a bill that would permit expansion of Pell Grants to both currently and formerly 
incarcerated people 

2. Advocate for the reintroduction of both the preemption (Rep. Duplessis 2019) and wage 
secrecy (Sen. Morrell 2019) bills  

3. Explore options to expand limitations on short term rental prohibitions, outside developer 
restrictions, and illegally operating hotels that increase housing prices and displace residents 
beginning with the poor  

Children are lifted out of poverty when their caregivers are paid fairly, are given the tools to 
self-advocate, and have more disposable income to save and invest in the future. 

Louisiana exempts many products from sales tax, including food and 
prescription drugs. What are your views about which products should be 
subject to state and local sales taxes, and which should not be subject to those 
taxes? 

Prescription drug and nutrient dense produce prices are often prohibitive. Adding sales tax to 
those items further marginalizes the poor. Legalizing marijuana for recreational use and 
expanding the "sin" tax to hemp, cannabis, and CBD based products would be a wonderful new 
tax revenue. But existing  funding to the state's two private prisons could be freed for wrap 
around mental health services if we were to close them. Finally, we should freeze property taxes 
at the purchase price of the home; both Florida and California have legislation we could follow. 

Paid Family and Medical Leave 

What are your views on providing paid family and medical leave for 
Louisiana workers? 

All Louisiana workers should have paid family and medical leave. Additionally, their jobs 
should be protected by discontinuing the practice of being an "at will" employment state. Taking 
leave (paid or otherwise) does the employee no good if they can be fired for using it.  
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Living Wage 

What do you consider an adequate living wage and what measures, if any, do 
you think Louisiana should enact so that workers earn a living wage? 

The Workers' Bill of Rights calls for a $15 minimum wage. However, calculators suggest the 
living wage based on current cost of living in New Orleans is actually closer to $19/hour. I 
believe we should begin with a $15/hour wage for *all*  with the expectation that a living wage 
determined by zip code would be paid within five years of implementation lest the employer 
would face fines. 

What are your views on authorizing local municipal governments to set their 
own minimum wage requirements? 

I am in favor. And removing the state's preemption so that local governments can set their own 
minimum wage requirements provides the autonomy that is most likely to make the initiative 
successful. 

Equal Pay for Equal Work 

Louisiana’s Equal Pay Law currently only applies to state workers. What are 
your views on extending this law to include workers employed by private 
companies? 

I approve of extending the law to private companies. That is the easiest way to ensure 
elimination of pay disparities. 

What are your views on allowing employees to discuss wages with other 
employees from the same place of employment? 

I am in favor of removing secrecy around wages. Only the employer benefits from disparate 
wage payment and then demanding it be kept secret. 

Maternal Health 

According to a study by the Louisiana Department of Health, African 
American women are four times more likely to die during childbirth than 
white women. What specific steps, if any, should the state take to reduce that 
figure? 

1. Midwives and doulas have been serving African American women for generations supporting 
mothers in that very delicate phase. But they need wider acceptance to practice. 
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2. Preventative care is paramount, but that also requires doctors be trained for adequate cultural 
competency.  

3. Wrap-around services that include mental health services, partner support, and nutrient dense 
food access to ensure best outcome opportunities. 

Abortion 

Explain your views on abortion. 

I am in favor of bodily autonomy. The choice to give birth should be limited to the pregnant 
person.  

What restrictions if any would you put on a person’s right to obtain an 
abortion? 

None. By adding limitations for rape and incest, we create a mindset that only those reasons to 
not have a child are more valid than others. I am opposed to moral judgements that would limit a 
woman's choice.  

Adolescent Health Education 

What are your views on providing health education programs that include 
sexual health and healthy relationships to high school students in publicly 
funded schools? 

Comprehensive sex education that includes consent, pleasure, and desire has to be provided 
in order to stem unplanned pregnancies, combat the transmission of STIs, and promote better 
emotional health and well-being for people. Additionally, there should be contextual 
education on pornography. We do a terrible disservice teaching that sex is only in the 
confines of love and/or marriage and that abstinence is the only real form of birth control.  

How can citizens learn more about your campaign? 

Campaign website 

http://vote4pepper.com/  

Campaign Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/Vote4Pepper/  

Campaign Twitter handle 

@PepperVote4 
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Other ways to contact your campaign 

IG Vote4Pepper 
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