EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT IT'S TIME
WHAT IS THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT?
The Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) is a proposed Constitutional Amendment that guarantees gender equality.
It was introduced in 1923 - almost 100 years ago - and passed by Congress with bi-partisan support in 1972.
Since then, 37 states have approved it. Ratification by one more state is needed to implement it.

24 simple words:
11

Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the
United States or by any State on account of sex.
11

WHY IS THE ERA NECESSARY?
• The majority of Americans mistakenly believe that women and men have equal rights under the
Constitution. The 14th Amendment of the Constitution explicitly states that "persons" are guaranteed
equality under the law, but "persons" was interpreted as "men" for many years.
• The only Constitutional guarentee women have is the
right to vote.
•

Women's equality has advanced incrementally through
patchwork legislation and court decisions, but laws can
be changed or revoked by a single vote in Congress
and the Courts. A Constitutional Amendment requires

•

The late Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia
believed in literal interpretations of the
Constitution. He made a statment that confirms
what we believe - the Constitution as it is now
written does not protect women.
"Certainly, the Constitution does not
require discrimination on the basis of sex.
The only issue is whether it prohibits it.
It doesn't."

two-thirds vote to repeal.
The ERA provides the constitutional guarantee that all men and women are truly equal under the law and
that these rights cannot easily be abridged.

THE ERA COULD MAKE ADIFFERENCE IN AREAS SUCH AS:
• Fair Pay - The ERA could provide a more effective tool for ending sex-based employment discrimination.
• Title IX - The ERA could enhance and solidify Title IX protections that promote equal opportunity in

academics and athletics programs.
• Violence Aganist Women - Rape and sexual assault persist at high levels - one out of every six women has

been a victim of attempted or completed rape. The ERA could ensure law enforcement and the judiciary
respond more effectively.
• Pregnancy Discrimination - The ERA could boost the effectiveness of the Pregnancy Discrimination Act.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA @LARATIFYERA FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE ERA!

