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Children and Poverty 

In our state, 28 percent of children are living at or below the poverty 
threshold. What specific measures would you support or sponsor to lessen 
that number? 

To help people who are in poverty now, I support a guaranteed minimum income that allows 
everyone to afford housing, healthy food, and good medical care with adequate savings and 
disposable income. 

But our ultimate goal must be eliminating poverty entirely. Research like the Abcedarian Project 
shows that comprehensive early childhood education programs can almost entirely eliminate 
intergenerational poverty. 

To keep people from getting trapped in poverty to begin with. We need laws that give everyone a 
fair shot under the same rules with everyone paying their fair share. Rich people aren’t magical. 
Corporate welfare doesn’t create jobs, it makes the rest of us poorer. Laws that only corporations 
can afford to follow don’t make us safer, they line the pockets of the 1% by keeping small 
businesses from competing. 

Finally, we must fix our broken criminal justice system. That starts with ending the drug war, 
eliminating coercive plea bargaining, and ending the criminalization of mental health problems. 
We must change the way our system works: bail, fines, and asset forfeiture must go. Police 
procedures must be reformed. The 4th amendment is meant to protect everyone from stops and 
searches. We have to replace our bail system, eliminate fines, and end asset forfeiture. And we 
have to hold our police to a higher standard instead of making excuses when they commit 
crimes. 

Louisiana exempts many products from sales tax, including food and 
prescription drugs. What are your views about which products should be 
subject to state and local sales taxes, and which should not be subject to those 
taxes? 

The problem with these exemptions is that they are needed at all. For every good exception that 
helps the poor, there are 10 that benefit the rich. For every necessity they exempt, there are 
dozens more that they do not. A tax system that needs this many special rules is inherently 
unjust. We must adopt a system where everyone pays a fair share, not one that punishes people 
for being poor. 
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Paid Family and Medical Leave 

What are your views on providing paid family and medical leave for 
Louisiana workers? 

Everyone deserves paid family and medical leave. But again, we cannot stop at simply passing a 
law requiring it. We have to fix the root cause. There is a reason that businesses get away with 
treating their workers poorly. We need a system where that does not happen and where laws like 
this are not necessary to begin with. 

Living Wage 

What do you consider an adequate living wage and what measures, if any, do 
you think Louisiana should enact so that workers earn a living wage? 

A living wage is just that, something that allows you to *live* a meaningful life. Financial 
experts are in agreement on what that means: no more than 1/3rd of your income on housing, at 
least 20% available for saving, and adequate disposable income. 

Our local governments must be able to set policies to achieve this. At the state level, we cannot 
simply raise the minimum wage. If we double wages, but prices triple, the poor will be worse 
off. We have to put an end to monopoly powers that are letting the corporations take advantage 
of working families. 

What are your views on authorizing local municipal governments to set their 
own minimum wage requirements? 

I have signed Mayor Cantrell’s Fair Share initiative and I want to end *all* preemption laws. 
When people elect local leaders, those leaders deserve a chance to implement their policies. 

Equal Pay for Equal Work 

Louisiana’s Equal Pay Law currently only applies to state workers. What are 
your views on extending this law to include workers employed by private 
companies? 

Equal pay laws are a start. But they will not be enough. The pay gap is a systemic problem and 
requires broader solutions: equal healthcare, protection from violence, and respect for their 
choices must be the norm. 

What are your views on allowing employees to discuss wages with other 
employees from the same place of employment? 
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Rules banning discussion of wages are a leading example of how our society favors the 1% at 
our expense, and women of color suffer the most. We must protect our workers and their ability 
to get the information and opportunities they need to make fair agreements with their employers. 

Maternal Health 

According to a study by the Louisiana Department of Health, African 
American women are four times more likely to die during childbirth than 
white women. What specific steps, if any, should the state take to reduce that 
figure? 

We need to stop treating people like second class citizens. Everyone deserves medical care on 
equal terms. Doctors should always follow best medical practices. Insurance companies 
shouldn’t be able to decide what isn’t “medically necessary”. Information about medical 
outcomes must be made public so that hospital administrators are accountable for their results 
and not rewarded for cutting corners to save on costs. 

Abortion 

Explain your views on abortion. 

Abortion is a right. Even if people believe it is morally wrong, the government is not and should 
not be in the business of dictating morality. 

What restrictions if any would you put on a person’s right to obtain an 
abortion? 

We need to respect the decisions of doctors and their patients. Having a bunch of politicians and 
lawyers deciding what medical practices are allowed is asking for trouble. 

Adolescent Health Education 

What are your views on providing health education programs that include 
sexual health and healthy relationships to high school students in publicly 
funded schools? 

Government policies must be based on evidence, not opinion. This is especially true for 
education. This means our children need real sex education, not “abstinence only” programs 
that leave our children less informed than when they began. 

How can citizens learn more about your campaign? 

Campaign website 
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www.electchiz.com  

Campaign Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/ElectMaxChiz/  

Campaign Twitter handle 

@ElectChiz 

Other ways to contact your campaign 

Email: office@electchiz.com Instagram: @ElectChiz 
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