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Children and Poverty 

In our state, 28 percent of children are living at or below the poverty 
threshold. What specific measures would you support or sponsor to lessen 
that number? 

First thing we have to do is increase the minimum wage. Actual living wage estimates for an 
individual in Orleans Parish is more than $11 an hour. That figure significantly increases if there 
is a child in the household. Increasing the minimum wage is a critical first step. Additionally, 
providing access to publicly funded early childcare and education and fully funding the 
Childcare Assistance Program (CCAP) is an absolute must. It’s estimated the state needs about 
$84 million to eliminate the CCAP backlog. Doing this will provide a needed educational boost 
for those children who would otherwise likely lag behind their peers as well as relieve their 
parents of those costs and additional burdens.  

Louisiana exempts many products from sales tax, including food and 
prescription drugs. What are your views about which products should be 
subject to state and local sales taxes, and which should not be subject to those 
taxes? 

For decades our state has relied too much on sales taxes, and the problem with this is that it 
negatively impacts our most disadvantaged citizens. This is even more appalling considering the 
tax credits and exemptions we award to businesses and corporations that rake in massive profits 
on the back of our people. Louisiana has consistently prioritized conferences, corporate profits 
and exemptions, and our sports teams, but the State has never prioritized our most important 
asset, our people. Nearly a third of Louisiana’s working households are what the United Way 
describes as “asset limited, income constrained, employees.” This is unacceptable! On top of 
that, this crisis becomes even more stark in a city like New Orleans where the median income is 
$36K. My district has an average cost of rent of $850 which means far too many people in 
District 97 are paying more than 25% of their wages in housing.  

Paid Family and Medical Leave 

What are your views on providing paid family and medical leave for 
Louisiana workers? 
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Support. We have to give parents, especially those with 0-1 year olds, as well as those caring for 
aging parents, the help they need to keep their jobs and care for their families.  

Living Wage 

What do you consider an adequate living wage and what measures, if any, do 
you think Louisiana should enact so that workers earn a living wage? 

We must institute a state minimum wage. I believe this should be phased in to allow small 
businesses the opportunity to prepare but by 2025 we should have a $15/hr minimum wage. I 
also will support efforts to end the preemption law which prohibits municipalities like New 
Orleans from setting its own minimum wage. As the city in Louisiana with the highest cost of 
living, there is no way to expect a New Orleanian can survive on the same pay as someone living 
in a rural part of our state. 

What are your views on authorizing local municipal governments to set their 
own minimum wage requirements? 

I will fight for a statewide minimum wage throughout my tenure as a State Representative until it 
is passed. As a short term fix for New Orleans, I will push to allow the City to set its own 
minimum wage – as well as other municipalities – in the immediate term as well. 

Equal Pay for Equal Work 

Louisiana’s Equal Pay Law currently only applies to state workers. What are 
your views on extending this law to include workers employed by private 
companies? 

I support Equal Pay for Equal Work.  

What are your views on allowing employees to discuss wages with other 
employees from the same place of employment? 

I support pay transparency and allowing co-workers to discuss wages. 

Maternal Health 

According to a study by the Louisiana Department of Health, African 
American women are four times more likely to die during childbirth than 
white women. What specific steps, if any, should the state take to reduce that 
figure? 

Many folks are going to say we need to improve education. And while increasing the quality of 
and access to education is always a good answer, it is not THE answer. This isn’t a Louisiana 

 
 

Lift Louisiana Questionnaire for 2019 Candidates for Louisiana Legislature 



problem – this is a national problem. The infant mortality rate for black women with a college 
degree is higher than those for white women with just a high school diploma. I don’t know if 
there is a simple policy fix for this. We need to make an effort to highlight these findings to 
doctors. Shining the light on these kinds of injustices can hopefully go a long way in eliminating 
them. I would like to work with organizations like Lift Louisiana to discover possible policy 
solutions to remedy this troubling statistic.  

Abortion 

Explain your views on abortion. 

I am pro-choice. 

What restrictions if any would you put on a person’s right to obtain an 
abortion? 

Those decisions need to be left to a woman and her doctor, not me nor any other legislator. 

Adolescent Health Education 

What are your views on providing health education programs that include 
sexual health and healthy relationships to high school students in publicly 
funded schools? 

I support this and benefited from such programs as an adolescent. 

How can citizens learn more about your campaign? 

Campaign website 

http://matthewwillard97.com  

Campaign Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/MatthewWillard97  

Campaign Twitter handle 

@MattWillard97 

Other ways to contact your campaign 

https://www.instagram.com/matthewwillard97/  
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