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Children and Poverty 

In our state, 28 percent of children are living at or below the poverty 
threshold. What specific measures would you support or sponsor to lessen 
that number? 

We need to bring new, good-paying jobs to Louisiana.  Jobs will bring dignity, hope and a path 
out of poverty.  Louisiana is losing jobs each year.  Many must now work two jobs to make ends 
meet.  Good-paying jobs will lift folks from poverty like no government program.  We should 
also support 'safety net' measures that insure those at the bottom of the ladder have access to 
healthcare, food and shelter.  There are those who are unemployed through no fault of their own 
and at poverty level.  These should be afforded assistance but should also receive GED, 
workforce training and employment guidance to lift themselves from poverty.  Those who are 
disabled, pregnant and elderly should receive financial help for their circumstances.  However, 
we should vigorously root out waste, fraud and abuse that reduces the amount of monies for 
those truly in need.  There should be requirements for work and or community service but also 
recognizing that most in poverty need help climbing the ladder. 

Louisiana exempts many products from sales tax, including food and 
prescription drugs. What are your views about which products should be 
subject to state and local sales taxes, and which should not be subject to those 
taxes? 

I have not studied this issue at length but would make an informed decision after getting the 
information once I am elected to the Legislature.  My first impressions are about the two sides to 
the issue:  I think our tax code should be fairer.  I think if more exemptions were removed and 
everyone paid their fair share, then the overall burden on all taxpayers would be lessened.  We 
need comprehensive and structural tax reform in order to bring fairness to the Louisiana tax 
code.  This will also make Louisiana more business-friendly and allow us to bring jobs to our 
State.  Good-paying jobs will bring salaries which brings taxes which funds government... all 
sharing the load.  The other side of the equation is the need for exemptions to level the playing 
field so to speak.  Food and prescriptions, for example, that are necessities should be readily 
affordable and an exemption would held achieve that.  The information I do have suggests there 
are way too many exemptions... both on individuals AND corporations... and these should be 
looked at according to need.  We should find if the exemptions are achieving the desired 
outcome.  I think this emphasizes how the approach to tax reform should be comprehensive and 
NOT piecemeal. 
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Paid Family and Medical Leave 

What are your views on providing paid family and medical leave for 
Louisiana workers? 

I believe paid family and medical leave are decisions best left to employers.  I am opposed to 
government intervention in a free economy.  There are places where safety, environmental and 
basic human rights issues are addressed at the government level, but pay scales and benefits 
should be left to the private business and industry providing the employment.  It is indeed a 
slippery slope when government begins to dictate what benefits a company should provide to its 
employees.  Though a welcome and good benefit, where would this intervention end?  Should 
government set prices and profit caps to regulate a balance between employer and 
employee/business and labor?  I would be opposed to efforts that lead to such government 
intervention. 

Living Wage 

What do you consider an adequate living wage and what measures, if any, do 
you think Louisiana should enact so that workers earn a living wage? 

I think an "adequate living wage" would be different according to each locale.  I imagine this 
question seeks to discuss minimum wages and benefits paid employees.  I think this is addressing 
the symptom and not the problem.  The problem is not the fact that some cannot live on a 
minimum wage salary, the problem is there are too few good-paying jobs available for workers 
in Louisiana... either because of business climate or government policy such as taxes.  We need 
to bring jobs to Louisiana so that folks can earn a "living wage" that comes from a good salary... 
not possibly good-hearted efforts to equalize wages by government intervention. 

What are your views on authorizing local municipal governments to set their 
own minimum wage requirements? 

I believe minimum wage is a starting point, a starting salary for entry level employees.  It mainly 
addresses the needs of students, young beginning workers and the retired elderly.  It should 
represent the first step of the ladder not the ONLY step.  Setting a higher minimum wage brings 
exactly the opposite desired effect.  Studies show that raising a minimum wage actually hurts 
employees because jobs are lost and resulting product inflation will erase any employee gains. 
Also, I believe it's the uniformity that is gained by having a federal minimum wage (as opposed 
to a multitude of various minimum wage levels) that would keep me opposed to local municipal 
governments setting their own requirements. 

Equal Pay for Equal Work 
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Louisiana’s Equal Pay Law currently only applies to state workers. What are 
your views on extending this law to include workers employed by private 
companies? 

I do not believe in government intervention into the private economy and the relationship 
agreements between private industry employer and employees. 

What are your views on allowing employees to discuss wages with other 
employees from the same place of employment? 

I see no reason to prohibit discussion of wages among employees.  In fact, I think it would help 
erase inconsistencies between equally-tasked employees.  This is also a question of free speech 
which is one of the instances I mentioned above that should involve the federal government 
oversight and protection. 

Maternal Health 

According to a study by the Louisiana Department of Health, African 
American women are four times more likely to die during childbirth than 
white women. What specific steps, if any, should the state take to reduce that 
figure? 

Education of African American women about the data from these studies would be a first start.  I 
am assuming this is due to lack of good medical care and/or advice.  If mothers-to-be were made 
aware of the dangers of lack of such services, then I believe many would take advantage of this 
care.  There are many programs through State and Federal efforts, including Medicaid, that allow 
access to such healthcare and advice.  I would think the first mission would be to inform and 
encourage women to seek the best pre-birth treatment.  If this issue is discovered to be other than 
educational and access-driven, I would support funding to determine the causes and fight those. 

Abortion 

Explain your views on abortion. 

I am pro-life.  I believe life begins at conception.  My faith teaches me that all life should be 
honored and protected. I am against abortion. 

What restrictions if any would you put on a person’s right to obtain an 
abortion? 

I am pro-life and against abortion.  I would be in favor of overturning Roe vs. Wade which 
mandates a constitutionally non-existent "zone of privacy" which disallows any state laws 
against abortion.  i would support the overturn of Roe and returning the decision to the States.  I 
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would continue to support Louisiana as a pro-life State and would fight any attempts to legalize 
abortion in Louisiana. 

Adolescent Health Education 

What are your views on providing health education programs that include 
sexual health and healthy relationships to high school students in publicly 
funded schools? 

I believe any and all education and curriculum decisions that affect our students should be in 
the hands of local School Boards with great input from parents.  Health education should be 
taught but  with parental input as to age appropriateness.  Sex education is the responsibility 
of the parent and should not be abdicated to or seized by the government.  There is absolutely 
no way to teach sex education without the introduction of the issues of morals and values. 
Government should not be identifying, choosing or indoctrinating students on morals and 
values. This is uniquely the responsibility of parents.  A prime example of this would be the 
issue of abstinence:  most government sex education programs would ignore or discourage 
abstinence because of a belief that it does not work. That inclusion or exclusion of the role of 
abstinence in sex education should be in the total purview of parental rights and not 
government intervention. 

How can citizens learn more about your campaign? 

Campaign website 

 

Campaign Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/mattparkerforla/  

Campaign Twitter handle 

 

Other ways to contact your campaign 
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