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Children and Poverty 

In our state, 28 percent of children are living at or below the poverty 
threshold. What specific measures would you support or sponsor to lessen 
that number? 

Raising the minimum wage, or allowing localities to raise it, would be a first, immediate step 
towards addressing child poverty in the state. Providing more funds to parents would help 
children most in need.  Protecting and expanding healthcare would also be a priority, along with 
increased early childhood education/childcare funding.  In addition to the state losing billions 
each year because parents cannot find safe childcare, investing in children at this early age is an 
incredibly smart use of state resources. 

Louisiana exempts many products from sales tax, including food and 
prescription drugs. What are your views about which products should be 
subject to state and local sales taxes, and which should not be subject to those 
taxes? 

Necessary items (such as diapers and tampons, for example) should not be taxed. We almost 
passed legislation addressing this unfairness this past year, and I believe we can do so this 
coming year. We can and should tax items like alcohol and luxury goods. 

Paid Family and Medical Leave 

What are your views on providing paid family and medical leave for 
Louisiana workers? 

Paid leave should be a given. Everyone needs assistance at some time or another, whether it's 
due to the birth of a child, an elderly parent, or a spouse in an accident. People should not have to 
choose between earning a living and caring for a sick family member. 

Living Wage 

What do you consider an adequate living wage and what measures, if any, do 
you think Louisiana should enact so that workers earn a living wage? 

$15 would likely be the best place to start in Louisiana. I realize that this number may be too low 
in many parts of the country, but it seems to be a reasonable start for Louisiana, according to 
community organizations who work on this issue.  Although I would hope that the state would 
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raise the minimum wage to this number, I think that more realistically, removing the local 
preemption to raising wages is more likely to pass.  

What are your views on authorizing local municipal governments to set their 
own minimum wage requirements? 

Localities should absolutely be allowed to set their own minimum wage, and make their own 
leave and other related work requirements. They know what their area can afford, and what it 
needs. Unleash local made great progress last year, and I am optimistic that with several new 
strong supporters in the legislature that we can get that to pass.  

Equal Pay for Equal Work 

Louisiana’s Equal Pay Law currently only applies to state workers. What are 
your views on extending this law to include workers employed by private 
companies? 

I would love to see this expanded everywhere in the state. Discrimination in pay has lifetime 
effects on the worker and their family.  The worker makes less over time, has less savings, lower 
social security, fewer assets, and the like. 

What are your views on allowing employees to discuss wages with other 
employees from the same place of employment? 

I try to do this all the time, and lead by example. Not being able to discuss wages hurts women 
and people of color the most. Yes, it should be allowed and encouraged, so that people can more 
effectively negotiate. 

Maternal Health 

According to a study by the Louisiana Department of Health, African 
American women are four times more likely to die during childbirth than 
white women. What specific steps, if any, should the state take to reduce that 
figure? 

Protecting and expanding access to healthcare (and the Medicaid expansion), and continuing 
with LDH's recommendations from last year (new birth facilities and advisory council) will be 
top priorities for me in Baton Rouge. Reproductive rights encompasses much more than the 
decision whether and if to have a child - it also involves being able to have a child safely, and to 
raise that child in a healthy environment. 
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Abortion 

Explain your views on abortion. 

I am vocally pro-choice and represent an abortion clinic as an attorney. I altered my career after 
seeing how extreme the laws were becoming in this state - laws that attack the fundamental right 
to have control over your own body.  Nobody - not the state of Louisiana, not the federal 
government - has the right to tell anyone what to do with his/her body.  

What restrictions if any would you put on a person’s right to obtain an 
abortion? 

None.. 

Adolescent Health Education 

What are your views on providing health education programs that include 
sexual health and healthy relationships to high school students in publicly 
funded schools? 

Comprehensive sex education is CRUCIAL. This would address serious issues such as abuse 
(children need to be able to understand what is wrong and how to report it), teen pregnancy 
rates (high because many of them don't understand their own bodies), and STI rates (same). 
We are harming the state's children by not providing them the knowledge they need to 
protect themselves. 

How can citizens learn more about your campaign? 

Campaign website 
landry2019.com 

Campaign Facebook page 
facebook.com/votelandry 

Campaign Twitter handle 
twitter.com/votelandry 

Other ways to contact your campaign 
vote@landry2019.com 
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