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Children and Poverty 

In our state, 28 percent of children are living at or below the poverty 
threshold. What specific measures would you support or sponsor to lessen 
that number? 

I would ensure that they have access to health care services and educational opportunities while 
supporting their parents with similar programs in addition to employment opportunities. 

 

Louisiana exempts many products from sales tax, including food and 
prescription drugs. What are your views about which products should be 
subject to state and local sales taxes, and which should not be subject to those 
taxes? 

I support reduction in taxation so families can keep more of their money while supporting 
taxation on so called "sin" items to support public health. 

 

Paid Family and Medical Leave 

What are your views on providing paid family and medical leave for 
Louisiana workers? 

I do not believe we have enough information of what would be considered as "paid" leave 
outside of the use of cumulative sick time hours acquired through work attainment. 

 

Living Wage 

What do you consider an adequate living wage and what measures, if any, do 
you think Louisiana should enact so that workers earn a living wage? 

I believe everyone has a different definition of a living wage. I believe we should all be 
employed based on our knowledge and skill and reimbursed accordingly in competitive markets. 
I do not believe we are better funded by raising minimum wage. 
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What are your views on authorizing local municipal governments to set their 
own minimum wage requirements? 

I do not believe this would improve the health and welfare of Louisiana citizens and would limit 
job opportunities in a competitive market in cities who cannot provide increased payments, 
thereby limiting their ability to employ their residents. 

 

Equal Pay for Equal Work 

Louisiana’s Equal Pay Law currently only applies to state workers. What are 
your views on extending this law to include workers employed by private 
companies? 

I do not believe we should increase laws to increase government involvement in the private 
sector. 

 

What are your views on allowing employees to discuss wages with other 
employees from the same place of employment? 

I support open communication and one's ability to use information to provide individuals the 
ability to promote themselves and make better decisions for their family and reduce pain 
inequality. 

 

Maternal Health 

According to a study by the Louisiana Department of Health, African 
American women are four times more likely to die during childbirth than 
white women. What specific steps, if any, should the state take to reduce that 
figure? 

To ensure that all women and children not only have equal access to medical preventative 
services while holding those accountable who do not utilize recommended medical 
recommendations and screenings. 

 

Abortion 
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Explain your views on abortion. 

I am pro-life while believing it is the woman choice in rape, incest, or significant possible 
medical harm to the mother.  

 

What restrictions if any would you put on a person’s right to obtain an 
abortion? 

I believe we have denied the input on biological fathers ability to advocate for their child in open 
communication with the mother. Further, we should do more to educate and promote 
contraceptive use to prevent pregnancies.  

 

Adolescent Health Education 

What are your views on providing health education programs that include 
sexual health and healthy relationships to high school students in publicly 
funded schools? 

I believe we should do more to educate all middle school students, not just high school students, 
not just in public schools. This is a public health issue. 

 

How can citizens learn more about your campaign? 

Campaign website 
harperinthehouse.com 

Campaign Facebook page 
facebook.com/harperinthehouse 

Campaign Twitter handle 
https://twitter.com/HarperJamesUS 

Other ways to contact your campaign 
318-347-4542 
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