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Children and Poverty 

In our state, 28 percent of children are living at or below the poverty 
threshold. What specific measures would you support or sponsor to lessen 
that number? 

I would support measures that would ensure that all of our residents have access to livable wage 
jobs. For those parents and guardians unable to work for health, age, or otherwise (retired on fix 
income) or those children without parental support, I would seek to support measures that 
protected these youth by providing them with financial support and programming to ensure their 
success.  

Louisiana exempts many products from sales tax, including food and 
prescription drugs. What are your views about which products should be 
subject to state and local sales taxes, and which should not be subject to those 
taxes? 

We must ensure that we are not putting an undue burden on those who are most vulnerable. I 
believe that we must ensure that our tax structure is fair and doesn't burden those who make the 
less amount the most, especially on essential items (healthy food, baby supplies, women's health 
products, drugs, etc.).  

Paid Family and Medical Leave 

What are your views on providing paid family and medical leave for 
Louisiana workers? 

As a family man and twenty plus year cancer survivor, I believe that paid family and medical 
leave is important.  

Living Wage 

What do you consider an adequate living wage and what measures, if any, do 
you think Louisiana should enact so that workers earn a living wage? 

An adequate living wage in New Orleans is a wage that allows our residents the opportunity to 
enjoy fair housing and all its basic amenities (heating, air, water, electricity), healthy food and 
water, access to phone service and internet, healthcare, insurance, clothing, transportation and 

 
 

Lift Louisiana Questionnaire for 2019 Candidates for Louisiana Legislature 



cultural activities. For a single person without any caregiving responsibilities (no children, 
siblings, or adult dependents) the wage should be set between $15-$20 an hour.  

I am proud to have boldly voted as an Orleans Parish School Board Member to became the first 
government entity in New Orleans to raise the wage by paying our cafeteria workers $15 an 
hour. In order for the city to legislatively increase wages, we will have to address state 
preemption laws that prohibit local governments in Louisiana from increasing local wages (RS 
23:642- http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=83958); or set a state minimum wage; or pass 
a referendum. Beyond this, we can work to incentivize businesses to create higher waged jobs by 
creating tax incentive programs similar to the Quality Jobs Incentive Program which, provides up 
to a 6% annual cash rebate on qualified payroll expenses incurred by companies creating new 
jobs, for up to 10 years. 

What are your views on authorizing local municipal governments to set their 
own minimum wage requirements? 

I support local municipal governments being able to set their own minimum wage requirements.  

Equal Pay for Equal Work 

Louisiana’s Equal Pay Law currently only applies to state workers. What are 
your views on extending this law to include workers employed by private 
companies? 

Pay equity is important and all businesses should ensure that their workers (Black, White, 
Women, Men, LGBTQIA) are paid equally for their equal work.  

What are your views on allowing employees to discuss wages with other 
employees from the same place of employment? 

Wage transparency is important for equality. Even more important is allowing employees to 
freely discuss their wages without fear of retaliation. Overall, we must ensure that our neighbors 
receive fair and equal pay for their hard work and tackling wage transparency will help move in 
that direction.  

Maternal Health 

According to a study by the Louisiana Department of Health, African 
American women are four times more likely to die during childbirth than 
white women. What specific steps, if any, should the state take to reduce that 
figure? 

This is a multi-layered issue. From the state, I would say increase financial investments in 
education, programming as needed and health supports as well as support policy regulations that 
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would heightened the medical attention to create a safety net around African American women 
before and during child birth.  

Abortion 

Explain your views on abortion. 

I am prochoice.  

What restrictions if any would you put on a person’s right to obtain an 
abortion? 

I wouldn't put any government restrictions on a women's right to choose.  

Adolescent Health Education 

What are your views on providing health education programs that include 
sexual health and healthy relationships to high school students in publicly 
funded schools? 

I support this wholeheartedly, inclusive of gender identity and sexual orientation.  

How can citizens learn more about your campaign? 

Campaign website 

www.electethanashley.com  

Campaign Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/ElectEthanAshley  

Campaign Twitter handle 

https://twitter.com/Elect_EAshley  

Other ways to contact your campaign 

https://www.instagram.com/elect_ethanashley/  
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