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Children and Poverty 

In our state, 28 percent of children are living at or below the poverty 
threshold. What specific measures would you support or sponsor to lessen 
that number? 

I will support equal pay for equal work, oppose all discrimination in the workplace, support 
locally-controlled living wages as defined by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 
Living Wage Model, and oppose right-to-work legislation/laws. 

Louisiana exempts many products from sales tax, including food and 
prescription drugs. What are your views about which products should be 
subject to state and local sales taxes, and which should not be subject to those 
taxes? 

Sales taxes disproportionately affect low income people/families. WIC-eligible food items, baby 
diapers & formula, feminine hygiene products, and condoms/spermicides/morning-after birth 
control should all be exempt from sales tax. 

Paid Family and Medical Leave 

What are your views on providing paid family and medical leave for 
Louisiana workers? 

I support paid family medical leave for all working people in Louisiana. Employers who have 
implemented PFL report a boost in employee retention, reduced turnover cost, see increased 
diversification among leadership teams, & improved employee morale. PFL benefits both 
working families and business owners. 

Living Wage 

What do you consider an adequate living wage and what measures, if any, do 
you think Louisiana should enact so that workers earn a living wage? 

Federal minimum wage is not a living wage. I support locally-controlled, mandated living wages 
as defined by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) Living Wage Model. The study 
and its methodology are explained at http://livingwage.mit.edu.  
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What are your views on authorizing local municipal governments to set their 
own minimum wage requirements? 

I support locally-controlled, mandated living wages as defined by the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) Living Wage Model. In addition, I have received an endorsement from the 
national Working Families Party.  

Equal Pay for Equal Work 

Louisiana’s Equal Pay Law currently only applies to state workers. What are 
your views on extending this law to include workers employed by private 
companies? 

I support equal pay for equal work, and oppose any discrimination in the workplace, regardless 
of sex, gender identity, or sexual orientation. I believe this state-backed mandate should extend 
to all employers, regardless of the number of people they employ and whether they are 
private/public employers. 

What are your views on allowing employees to discuss wages with other 
employees from the same place of employment? 

I support ending pay secrecy in Louisiana’s workplaces as a means to achieve pay equality. This 
can be accomplished by mandating the public posting in workplaces of standardized salaries for 
each job position, and the demographics of employees working in each job position at a 
workplace. 

Maternal Health 

According to a study by the Louisiana Department of Health, African 
American women are four times more likely to die during childbirth than 
white women. What specific steps, if any, should the state take to reduce that 
figure? 

In August 2019, Louisiana Department of Health held the first Maternal Mortality Summit, a 
meeting of public health professionals, providers, policy makers & community leaders focused 
on improving childbirth outcomes. The Reproductive Health Program is issuing a solicitation of 
offers for community health centers in Louisiana who are interested in participating in the 
Reproductive Health Integration Initiative. This is a good start. I believe that medical providers 
must receive comprehensive training regarding myths about pain tolerance and general medical 
complaints among Black women. We must also maintain full access to and coverage for birth 
control, pregnancy and abortion care for all people. 

Abortion 
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Explain your views on abortion. 

I support access to all safe, legal reproductive options: pregnancy and birth, adoption, 
co-parenting, surrogacy, abortion, and birth control. 

What restrictions if any would you put on a person’s right to obtain an 
abortion? 

None. I don't have the right to make medical decisions for other people. 

Adolescent Health Education 

What are your views on providing health education programs that include 
sexual health and healthy relationships to high school students in publicly 
funded schools? 

Comprehensive sexuality education should be available to all children in Louisiana’s public 
school system, and should require parental permission and SEICUS-certified instruction.  

How can citizens learn more about your campaign? 

Campaign website 

www.debbiehollisforsenatedistrict37.com  

Campaign Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/DebbieHollisforLADist37/  

Campaign Twitter handle 

https://twitter.com/Debbie4ladist37  

Other ways to contact your campaign 

Email: Debbie4LADist37@gmail.com  
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