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Children and Poverty 

In our state, 28 percent of children are living at or below the poverty 
threshold. What specific measures would you support or sponsor to lessen 
that number? 

I would support raising the minimum wage, increasing access to quality, affordable early 
childhood education, and paid leave for the birth or adoption of a child. 

Louisiana exempts many products from sales tax, including food and 
prescription drugs. What are your views about which products should be 
subject to state and local sales taxes, and which should not be subject to those 
taxes? 

The sales tax is a regressive tax.  One way to slightly lesson its regressive nature is to exempt the 
essentials for living like food and prescription drugs.  Other essentials that should be exempt but 
are not are diapers and feminine hygiene products.  

Paid Family and Medical Leave 

What are your views on providing paid family and medical leave for 
Louisiana workers? 

It is important that Louisiana move towards paid leave.  It doesn’t help anyone when people find 
themselves out of work because of a family or medical emergency.  Paid family leave is part of a 
strong, positive economic policy. 

Living Wage 

What do you consider an adequate living wage and what measures, if any, do 
you think Louisiana should enact so that workers earn a living wage? 

A living wage gives a worker the economic security to pay their bills without having to take on 
more than one job at a time or work overtime hours.  In Louisianan we need to raise the 
minimum wage, with $15 an hour being the goal. 

What are your views on authorizing local municipal governments to set their 
own minimum wage requirements? 
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Local governments’ ability to set a local minimum wage should be restored.  But while this helps 
workers in certain cities and parishes, we still need to drastically raise the state minimum wage. 

Equal Pay for Equal Work 

Louisiana’s Equal Pay Law currently only applies to state workers. What are 
your views on extending this law to include workers employed by private 
companies? 

Equal pay requirements should apply to all business entities.  It is a basic right of economic 
fairness. 

What are your views on allowing employees to discuss wages with other 
employees from the same place of employment? 

Workers should be able to discuss their wages without fear of retribution from employers.  When 
workers can discuss their wages, it helps mover towards equal pay for equal work.  It also levels 
the playing field, giving workers leverage to bargain and negotiate for better wages. 

Maternal Health 

According to a study by the Louisiana Department of Health, African 
American women are four times more likely to die during childbirth than 
white women. What specific steps, if any, should the state take to reduce that 
figure? 

The legislature should continue to form working groups of experts to study the multiple causes 
of such inequitable outcomes and then support the recommendations of the working groups.  We 
must also increase access to quality, affordable reproductive health and contraceptive services. 

Abortion 

Explain your views on abortion. 

A woman’s control of her reproductive and health decisions is an absolute human right. 
Legislators in Baton Rouge have no business interjecting themselves in the lives of others. 

What restrictions if any would you put on a person’s right to obtain an 
abortion? 

Within the decision of Roe V. Wade, none. 

Adolescent Health Education 
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What are your views on providing health education programs that include 
sexual health and healthy relationships to high school students in publicly 
funded schools? 

As a former public-school teacher and father of six, I support such curricula as an important 
part of a student’s health education. 

How can citizens learn more about your campaign? 

Campaign website 

www.ElectZervigon.com  

Campaign Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/ElectZervigon/  

Campaign Twitter handle 

@ElectZervigon 

Other ways to contact your campaign 

You can email me personally at CarlosDistrict98@gmail.com and phone at 504-321-1638 
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