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Children and Poverty 

In our state, 28 percent of children are living at or below the poverty 
threshold. What specific measures would you support or sponsor to lessen 
that number? 

According to United Way’s ALICE Report, half of families with children are under either the 
poverty or the ALICE income threshold; this is unacceptable. I think there are a few policies that 
could improve childhood poverty:  

- Establish a state minimum wage and provide a reasonable mechanism to index its increase.  

- Work to end pay secrecy and support pay equity to support the many working women who 
often lead households on their own. 

- Implement the “LA B to 3” plan to provide more children ages 0-3 with access to high quality 
early childhood education; this not only prepares kids to succeed, it also gives working parents 
greater stability.  

- Increase the Earned Income Tax Credit. 

- Institute a paid family medical leave policy that blunts the financial impact of welcoming a new 
child or caring for a loved one.  

Louisiana exempts many products from sales tax, including food and 
prescription drugs. What are your views about which products should be 
subject to state and local sales taxes, and which should not be subject to those 
taxes? 

First, sales tax is regressive and has a more profound impact on our working families. I believe 
that we need tax reform as a way to lower the sales tax and ease the burden on those who can 
least afford it. I support the continued exemption for food and prescription drugs. I would also 
support efforts to extend that exemption to feminine hygiene products and diapers. The 
Legislature made a mistake in not exempting these products in the first place, and I would be 
ready to be a leading voice on this important issue.  
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Paid Family and Medical Leave 

What are your views on providing paid family and medical leave for 
Louisiana workers? 

Welcoming a new child into a family or taking time off of work to care for a sick loved one 
should not create a financial hardship. For a state that claims to embrace "pro-family" values, we 
do a very poor job of actually supporting our families. During the 2018 session, I testified in 
support of a paid family medical leave bill. As a lawmaker, I would be ready to actively support 
the creation of a paid family medical leave program across the state.  

Living Wage 

What do you consider an adequate living wage and what measures, if any, do 
you think Louisiana should enact so that workers earn a living wage? 

According to the United Way of Southeast Louisiana 2016 survival budget and MIT's living 
wage calculator, a living wage for a single adult in New Orleans is close to $11 an hour; for a 
single adult supporting a spouse and two children, the living wage threshold climbs to 
approximately $29 per hour. 

Increasing wages and creating generational wealth will require a holistic approach. In the short 
term, we have to reduce the tax burden on working class families through comprehensive tax 
reform that lowers the state sales tax and provides working and low-income families with more 
favorable tax treatment. We also need to establish a state minimum wage that is indexed to 
inflation. We need to ensure that working families have access to affordable healthcare by 
protecting Governor Edward's expansion of Medicaid and look at other initiatives like a paid 
family medical leave program. Reducing the disparity between wages for men and women and 
particularly women of color will also make a big difference. Finally, in the long term we have to 
invest more resources in preparing the next generation for the jobs by focusing greater attention 
on all levels of education and training and creating economic development that increases 
opportunity for all Louisianans. 

What are your views on authorizing local municipal governments to set their 
own minimum wage requirements? 

First, I absolutely believe that the minimum wage should be increased above the $7.25 set by the 
federal government.The very best way to do this would be to have an increase at the state level. 
However, I also understand the roadblocks that have been put in place to prevent this from 
happening in Baton Rouge. If legislative efforts are unsuccessful, I would prefer to see the 
minimum wage increased via referendum, which would also require a legislative change. If such 
a statewide effort is not successful, I would support providing local control on this issue. 
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Equal Pay for Equal Work 

Louisiana’s Equal Pay Law currently only applies to state workers. What are 
your views on extending this law to include workers employed by private 
companies? 

Louisiana has the largest pay gap between what men and women make on average in the nation. 
LA women overall earn about 69 cents for every dollar a man makes, and black women earn less 
than 50 center to the dollar. A big factor in the pay gap is pay secrecy – women may not find out 
about possible pay 

discrimination because they are not protected in law from retaliation for talking about their 
wages. Studies show that employers suffer as well when employees work in a climate of secrecy 
and fear, because of higher turnover and lower productivity. 

What are your views on allowing employees to discuss wages with other 
employees from the same place of employment? 

I absolutely support pay transparency and lifting wage secrecy limitations.  

Maternal Health 

According to a study by the Louisiana Department of Health, African 
American women are four times more likely to die during childbirth than 
white women. What specific steps, if any, should the state take to reduce that 
figure? 

When my wife and I had our daughter Ansley in 2017, we felt so blessed that both baby and 
mom were healthy and safe, but not everyone's outcome is like ours. Maternal mortality is 
staggering not just in Louisiana, but in the country. Black women face higher acuity, a higher 
disease burden, and barriers to care that others do not face. Simply put, black women have a 
higher risk of dying during childbirth. There are lots of factors that go into this, but I would start 
with institutional bias. Are we listening to women? If so, do we believe them? I think all 
healthcare providers in this State should focus on cultural competency and diversifying their 
provider base. I also think that we need to do a better job of focusing on prenatal care in general. 
I've heard stories of moms showing up to give birth who have never had a single prenatal visit - 
we have to do better. I know the Louisiana Department of Health has a perinatal collaborative in 
place to convene this dialogue with providers, consumers, and other stakeholders-- I am hopeful 
that by having honest, hard conversations about race and healthcare outcomes, we can make a 
difference. 

Abortion 
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Explain your views on abortion. 

Women have the right to make decisions about their bodies, and couples should  be able to 
decide when to start and grow their families. My wife and I are the  proud parents of an amazing 
little girl. However, when my wife found out she was pregnant we also found our that she was a 
carrier for a rare genetic disease.  

Had I been a carrier, our baby would have had a high probability of having a terrible disease. 
Fortunately, after testing, we found out that I was not a carrier.  Had the outcome been otherwise, 
I do not know what we would have done, but I  do know that it would have been our decision 
alone to make.  

What restrictions if any would you put on a person’s right to obtain an 
abortion? 

I would have voted against the extremely restrictive legislation passed in the last  session of the 
Louisiana Legislature. In fact, I sent a letter of opposition to the Governor after the bill passed. 
As a legislator, I would fight to give women the bodily autonomy they deserve.  

Adolescent Health Education 

What are your views on providing health education programs that include 
sexual health and healthy relationships to high school students in publicly 
funded schools? 

To prevent unplanned pregnancies and to help stop the spread of sexually transmitted 
diseases, we should provide students with the information they need to make healthy lifestyle 
decisions.  

How can citizens learn more about your campaign? 

Campaign website 

https://votecarlingdinkler.com/  

Campaign Facebook page 

@CarlingNOLA 

Campaign Twitter handle 

@CarlingNOLA 

Other ways to contact your campaign 

carling@votecarlingdinkler.com  
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