LIFTLOUISIANA.ORG

LOUISIANA

LC
OT
U I6S2I 0
ANA
A

Louisiana's
Act 620
ACT 620
requires abortion
providers to maintain
admitting privileges
with a hospital within
30 miles of where they
perform abortions.

WHAT ARE ADMITTING PRIVILEGES?
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In June 2016, the Supreme
Court ruled that an
identical law in Texas was
unconstitutional based on
evidence that the law was
medically unnecessary and
makes it harder to access
abortion care.

If this law were enacted it
would leave just one doctor
to serve all the women
seeking an abortion
in Louisiana each year.

#MYRIGHTMYDECISION

Admitting privilege is the right granted by a hospital to a doctor
to admit patients to a particular hospital.
Admitting privileges can be difficult or impossible for abortion
providers to secure for reasons that have nothing to do with a
provider’s skills. Some hospitals only grant admitting privileges to
physicians who accept faculty appointments. Others only grant
privileges to physicians who live within a certain radius of the
hospital. Some hospitals require physicians to admit a certain
number of patients per year before granting admitting privileges;
but, because abortion is such a safe procedure, abortion providers
are unlikely to admit a sufficient number of patients. And hospitals
that adhere to religious directives can simply refuse to grant
admitting privileges to abortion providers.
Admitting privileges requirements for abortion providers ignore
the way modern medicine is practiced. Not only are emergency
rooms required to admit and treat any patient with an emergent
condition, but they rely on in-hospital doctors to provide care onsite – not outside physicians.
A trial court in Louisiana found that abortion is safe and admitting
privileges have virtually no health or safety benefits for patients.
By limiting the ability of physicians to provide abortion care in
Louisiana, Act 620 would make it harder for women to receive
needed care, delaying their access to abortions, and increase the
risks to women seeking abortion care.

