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What exactly does SB 24 do? 

Senate Bill No. 24 exempts diapers and feminine hy-
giene products from state and local sales and use tax. 

Senate Bill No. 24  
BY SENATOR MORRELL  

Under Existing Law: 

Food for home consumption, residential utilities, and prescription drugs are ex-

empt from state sales and use tax. 

Under SB 24  

Consumer purchase of tampons, menstrual pads, sanitary napkins, panty liners, 

menstrual sponges, menstrual cups and cloth and disposable diapers size 7 and 

smaller would also be exempt from the sales and use tax levied by the state of 

Louisiana (5%). 

This exemption would apply to the sales or cost price of these products effective 

January 1, 2018. 

Local political subdivisions would be authorized to apply all or part of the exemp-

tion to local sales and use taxes. 
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This bill would address gender injustice because these items are a basic 

necessity that should not be taxed.   

Louisiana leads the nation in single-family households, children in poverty and 

single family households led by women. Taxing feminine hygiene products and 

diapers—which are necessary for women and parents—is an unnecessary, and 

immoral financial burden.  

The tax impacts women who are already suffering on the wrong end of the gen-

der wage gap and families struggling to make ends meet.  

Louisiana already exempts necessities such as food for home consumption, resi-

dential utilities, and prescription drugs - so this tax exemption on products that 

women and babies need for their health and well-being is, just simply, the right 

thing to do! 



Diapers are as essential to a baby's healthy development as a mother's love—But many babies don't 

have the clean diapers they need.  

 

An average monthly supply of diapers costs approximately $80.  

 

Children in low-income families are at greatest risk of suffering the effects of diaper need because 

many families can't afford diapers.  

 

32% of Louisiana’s children under age 3  live in families earning less than 100% of Federal Pov-

erty Level 
 

According to the Louisiana Legislature, one family will spend an annual average of $757 on diapers per child  

That means Louisiana’s families spend $143.9 million on diapers each year, so this exemption would save 

families $7.2 million each year.   

 

Diapers Are Essential to the Well-Being of Louisiana's Families  

Increasing access to feminine hygiene product is an investment in the well-being of Louisi-

ana’s  young women.  

Ending the tax puts more money in women’s pockets and has a significant impact on the pockets of 

low-income women.  

Each year, the average woman in Louisiana spends $150 on feminine hygiene products - in 

one year, the tax exemption would save women in Louisiana $7.8 million  

No young person should miss class or be embarrassed at school because she needs a tampon 

or pad.    

The inability to afford or access hygiene products can affect girls’ attendance at and productiv-

ity in school so menstrual health is an issue of educational equity.  

 

Women should not be taxed for being born women. It’s time we recognize that femi-

nine hygiene products are a necessity – not a luxury.  


